
Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) 

2002 ANNUAL REPORT–COLORADO 

2002 brought drought 
conditions not seen in 
Colorado in over 50 years. 
As a result NRCS provided 
financial and technical 
assistance to farmers and 
ranchers to help protect 
natural resources impacted 
by drought conditions. 

The Program 
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 

is a voluntary conservation program that provides technical, 
financial, and educational assistance to farmers and ranch-
ers. It’s a tool that addresses significant natural resource 
concerns while implementing conservation practices such as: 

� Stockwater development 
� Irrigation delivery and system improvements 
� Tree and shrub plantings 
� Grass seeding 
� Related management practices such as prescribed graz-

ing, irrigation water management, and wildlife habitat 
management 

The Partnership 
EQIP funds are distributed and spent in priority areas 

and on natural resource concerns (Priority Issues). Priority 
areas are identified at the local level (county, community, or 
watershed) and are reviewed and supported by the State Tech-
nical Committee, made up of conservation partners from 
various Federal, state, and local agencies, several agricultural 
organizations, plus others. 

The Assistance 
EQIP activities are carried out according to an EQIP plan 

of operation developed in conjunction with the producer. Con-
tracts for confined livestock feeding operations require the 

development and implementation of a comprehensive nutri-
ent management plan. 

EQIP offers contracts with a minimum term of one year 
after implementation of the last scheduled practice and maxi-
mum term of ten years. NRCS pays up to 75 percent of the 
cost of certain conservation practices important to improving 
and maintaining the health of natural resources in the area. 

Total cost-share and incentive payments are limited to 
$450,000 per individual over the period of the 2002 Farm Bill. 

Colorado’s EQIP Drought-Stressed Rangeland/ 
Cropland Management 

NRCS took a proactive approach to help support some of 
its primary customers natural resources and announced a 
redirection of funds to provide expedited assistance to 
Colorado’s farmers and ranchers that would help to protect 
native rangeland vegetation and cropland soils from high-
risk wind erosion caused by Colorado’s severe weather 
conditions. The drought-stressed rangeland/cropland effort 
was developed as a component of the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP). 
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The United States Department of  Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs and activities on the basis of  race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of  program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of  discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of  Civil Rights, Room 326-W Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410,
or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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F I S C A L  Y E A R  2 0 0 2  E Q I P  C O N T R A C T  F U N D I N G

#
A p p s .

$
A p p s .

#
A p r v d .

$
A p r v d .

%
 F u n d e d

L i v e s t o c k
Im p r o v e m e n t
( E s t .  F u n d s )

W a te r  Q u a li t y 7 1 3 2 4 , 3 5 9 ,7 4 9 1 0 4 1 2 ,6 8 , 2 7 9 1 5 1 2 %
S o i l  E ro s io n 1 9 6 2 ,1 4 6 , 8 2 1 3 8 2 7 7 ,5 4 3 1 9 0 %
G ra s s la n d 4 1 3 7 ,4 0 3 , 5 7 9 9 9 9 4 1 ,0 8 3 2 4 1 0 0 %
W ild l i fe  H a b it a t 1 1 8 2 ,1 9 3 , 2 4 2 1 1 2 8 3 ,4 3 0 9 9 0 %
A n im a l W a s t e  S y s te m s 2 9 1 ,6 0 0 , 9 3 4 6 2 1 7 ,3 2 6 2 1 1 0 0 %

T o t a l  Is s u e s 1 ,4 6 9 3 7 , 7 0 4 ,3 2 5 2 5 8 2 ,9 8 7 , 6 6 1 1 8
D r o u g h t  G r a s s la n d 1 ,2 6 8 7 ,8 7 8 , 0 2 3 4 5 6 3 ,5 3 0 , 5 2 6 3 6
D r o u g h t   C ro p 2 ,7 8 1 1 9 , 8 7 0 ,2 3 0 4 5 1 5 2 ,9 5 9 1 . 6
T o t a l  D r o u g h t 4 ,0 4 9 2 7 , 7 4 8 ,2 5 3 5 0 1 3 ,6 8 3 , 4 8 5 1 2
G ro u n d  S u r fa c e  W a te r
C o n s e rv a t io n

2 5 6 1 0 , 5 6 9 ,7 9 9 4 9 3 ,6 3 4 , 7 5 3 1 9

T o t a ls  o f  I s s u e s ,
D r o u g h t  &  G S W C

5 ,7 7 4 7 6 , 0 2 2 ,3 7 4 8 0 8 1 0 , 3 0 5 ,8 9 9 1 4

C o n g .
D i s t r ic t

#
A p p s .

$
A p p s .

#
A p p d .

$
A p p d .

%
F u n d e d

L iv e s to c k
I m p r o v e m e n t
(E s t .  F u n d s )

3 G r a n d  V a l le y  S a l in i t y 7 9 3 , 0 4 6 ,0 6 8 5 0 1 ,2 0 9 , 0 8 2 6 3 5 7 %
3 S o u th e r n  U te 5 6 5 5 7 ,7 8 9 3 3 2 2 2 ,8 6 3 5 9 8 0 %
3 M c E lm o  C r e e k  S a l in i t y 4 8 1 , 2 3 2 ,0 0 6 1 7 5 1 7 ,7 1 2 3 5 9 5 %

3 U te  M o u n t a in  U te 3 1 1 9 ,0 0 0 3 1 1 9 ,0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 %
3 L .  G u n n is o n  (M o n tr o s e ) 1 0 4 2 , 5 6 1 ,9 5 0 5 0 8 1 7 ,2 0 0 4 8 3 5 %
3 L .  G u n n is o n  (D e lta ) 7 9 2 , 1 9 8 ,6 1 5 3 6 9 4 6 ,1 4 9 4 6 2 5 %
5 W e s t  P lu m 2 4 8 ,1 3 1 2 4 8 , 1 3 1 1 0 0 0 %
4 O v e r la n d  T ra i l 4 4 8 2 2 ,2 9 1 2 9 5 2 9 ,8 8 7 6 6 0 %
4 S o u th  P la t te  R iv e r 1 2 7 7 ,5 4 0 1 2 7 7 , 5 4 0 1 0 0 6 %
4 B ijo u 4 1 0 6 ,7 5 5 4 1 0 6 ,7 5 5 1 0 0 0 %
4 B e a v e r /B a d g e r  W t rs h d 3 4 9 ,8 8 2 3 4 9 , 8 8 2 1 0 0 3 3 %
4 F le m in g  &  H a x tu n 3 1 1 5 4 ,7 9 1 3 1 1 5 4 ,7 9 1 1 0 0 0 %
4 W e s t  M a y  V a l le y 5 1 4 1 ,2 5 0 4 9 9 , 5 8 0 8 0 1 0 0 %
4 C o a l C r e e k 1 1 7 ,6 4 6 1 1 7 , 6 4 6 1 0 0
4 M u d d y  R o c k 9 2 1 2 ,3 4 8 6 9 0 , 9 1 3 6 7
3 H u e r fa n o 4 7 2 ,1 5 7 4 7 2 , 1 5 7 1 0 0
4 O ln e y - B o o n e 6 9 4 ,8 1 2 4 1 6 , 2 7 8 6 7
4 A p is h a p a 1 6 3 6 2 ,7 7 2 8 1 1 4 ,6 6 1 5 0

T O T A L S 5 0 6 1 1 ,8 7 5 ,8 0 3 2 9 7 5 ,2 1 0 , 2 2 7 5 9


