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2010 Annual Report
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)

This report contains fiscal year activity for the state of Colorado from the time period of
October 2009 to September 2010.

Fiscal Year 2010 Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program

Who We Are

) ] Statewide Activities
NRCS provides technical and
financial assistance to help Number of Applications CONtracted ..............cooevevevereeeireereriereiseenee, 19
agricultural producers and Dollar AMOUNt APPrOVE..........ccovvvririririiiiieieeiieeseeiess s $537,742
others care for the land. ACTES UNAET CONFACE ..o eeees s seeeteses e s et eseseeeeeeeees 5,610

NRCS has six mission goals
that include high quality,

productive soils; clean and The Program habitat improvement projects.
abundant water; healthy plant The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program  «  NRCS works with the participant to
and animal communities; (WHIP) is a voluntary program that develop a wildlife habitat develop-
clean air; an adequate energy encourages the creation of high quality ment plan.
supply; and working farms wildlife habitats that support wildlife

e NRCS provides cost-share payments
to landowners under these agreements
that are usually 5 to 10 years in dura-

and ranchlands. populations of national, state, Tribal, and
local significance.

Vision
Productive Lands - Through WHIP, the Natural Resources tion, depending upon the practices to
Healthy Environment Conservation Service (NRCS) provides be installed.
technical and financial assistance to « NRCS also provides greater cost share
Mission landowners and others to develop upland, assistance to landowners who enter
Helping People Help the Land wetland, riparian, and aquatic habitat areas into agreements of 15 years or more
on their properties. for practices on essential plant and
Program Objectives animal habitat.

+  To improve habitat for declining or Special Initiatives Under WHIP

at-risk species to avoid further spe- . . o
cies being listed under the Endangered ST Pral_r!e .Ch'Cken Inltla_tlve (L.PC)
The LPC Initiative focuses on improving

“The WHIP program helps the
landowner create an
environment that supplies

) - Species Act . L . ;
everything wildlife needs, food _ ) ) habitat for lesser prairie chicken in the
and cover, in the correct spatial * Toimprove habitat and increase the  southeastern portion of the state. Prairie
arrangement. When these habi- population of economically important  chickens are ground-dwelling birds, native
tat factors are in good supply, Species to sand sage rangelands of the American
they ensure healthy individual +  To reduce significant agriculture/wild- VVest.

animals, as well as a healthy life conflicts

In fiscal year 2010, a total of $81,000

b ation. was approved to fund two applications for

The Partnership

o [ Lesser Prairie Chickens under \A_
NRCS Wildlife Biologist Landowners interested in enrolling <
into the WHIP Program enter into Sage Grouse Initiative (SGI)
an agreement with the U.S. Department of - e sage Grouse Initiative in the western
Agriculture (USDA) to _ portion of the state. The Sage Grouse ar
develop wildlife habitat and voluntarilylim- g.6,nd-dwelling birds, native to the sage-
LSDA : : i ] .
it future use of the land for a period of time, prysh steppe ecosystem of the American
United States Deparlment of Agriculture bUt retain private OwnerShip- West_
Natural Resources Conservation Service —
Helping People Help the Land The Assistance In fiscal year 2010, a total of $82,000 was

e The WHIP program offers landowners approved to fund three application for

WWW.C0.Nrcs.usda.qgov o
up to 75 percent cost share for wildlife Sage Grouse the WHIP program.
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