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April 16, 2004
COLORADO BULLETIN NO.:
CO-300-04-05
SUBJECT:
LTP – Technical Service Providers and EQIP Contracts 

PURPOSE:
To provide instructions on modifying EQIP contracts to include the costs for 

Technical Service Provider services

EXPIRATION DATE:
September 30, 2004

Attached are the instructions for adding costs for Technical Service Provider (TSP) services to existing contracts. Please remember that TSPs can be used in any Title XII conservation program contract, new or existing. The types of services that are allowed are for practice design, installation and checkout in all programs.  In addition, services of a TSP are allowed for planning in the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  Technical Service Provider services for planning are allowed in Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) only for the development of a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP).

There are several critical points to remember regarding the use of TSP services.  These include:

· The landowner chooses whether or not to use a TSP.  Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) does NOT hire the services of a TSP.
· NRCS may NOT refuse a request by the landowner to use a TSP.
· NRCS may NOT require a landowner to use a TSP.
· The dollars for TSP services must be added to contracts using the Not To Exceed Rates (NTE) on the TechReg website.
· NRCS will pay the landowner the actual cost of services up to and not higher than the NTE rate. The landowner is responsible for any cost beyond the NTE rate charged by the TSP.

· Contracts and/or contract modifications for TSP services are to be sent to the State Office, not FSA.  The same holds for payment for TSP services

· TSP funds can NOT be carried forward from one year to the next.  Schedule only those items to be completed in the current Fiscal Year.  The District Conservationist (DC) is to track progress of the use of TSP funds throughout the year.  No later than August 15, the DC will modify contracts with TSP funds for items that will not be completed by September 30 to delete the Contract Item Numbers (CIN) and release the funds for re-allocation.

If there are any questions on these instructions please contact Tony Puga, Resource Conservationist (Programs) at 720-544-2821.
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