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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

COLORADO BULLETIN NO.:
CO-300-04-07



July 8, 2004
SUBJECT:
LTP –EQIP Contract Numbers and Additional Fund Requests

TO:
All Colorado NRCS Offices

PURPOSE:
To provide updated guidance regarding contract numbers and requesting

additional funds for Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

EXPIRATION DATE:
September 30, 2004

The FY2004 Joint Memo with Farm Service Agency (FSA) that details responsibilities of each agency stipulates that the “State Conservationist and State Executive Director will mutually agree on a date by which the amounts contained in the conservation plan of operations shall be final for the ranking period.”  The Joint Memo further states that the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) State Office will, “Determine distribution for FY2004 funding allocations based on final amounts contained in the conservation plan of operations and notify State FSA office in writing.”  The date that was selected by which funds are considered final is the date the application is selected for tentative funding, or “Approved” in ProTracts.

Because the amounts are considered “final”, we will not be making corrections to cost share amounts in ProTracts once an application has been “Approved.”  The one exception is if an applicant indicated they were either a Limited Resource Farmer or Beginning Farmer and the appropriate cost share rate was not provided.  Additional funds will be provided in those cases.  Please do not request additional funds for any application selected as “Approved” in ProTracts for any other reason.
If a mistake has been made, then additional funds will have to be requested later through the errors, omissions, and appeals process.  Remember, a request for additional funds may not be processed until there are insufficient funds in a contract to pay for the current item.  Also, you may not add a new practice to any 2002 second allocation, 2003, or 2004 funded contract.  You may only substitute a practice, add a component to an existing practice, or re-apply an item that failed through no fault of the producer.



The official contract number for EQIP contracts is the number generated by the FSA System 36 when the application information is entered.  Therefore applications deferred from prior years would have an application/contract number from that year.  For example, a contract application initially entered in FY2002 would have a number of 2002-XXXX.  Our National Office indicated that contract numbers had to be for the current year.  You were instructed to have your local FSA office upload the information again for FY2004 for deferred applications so that a current year contract number would be generated.

Based on further discussion between our folks and FSA at the national level, it has been determined that the contract number generated when the application is initially entered will remain with the application/contact regardless of the year funding is approved.  For example, if a 2003 application is deferred to FY2004 and funded it will retain the contract number of 2003-XXXX.

For those locations where the FSA office has already reloaded the applications and provided 2004 contract numbers, do not change them back.  For those locations where this has not occurred, then use the existing prior year contract number already assigned.

If there are any questions on these items please contact Tony Puga, Resource Conservationist (Programs) at 720-544-2821.
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