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Conservation Planning: The plan is free, the benefits are priceless 
 
 
There are a lot of reasons to develop a conservation 
plan, but perhaps the most important reason is 
addressing natural resource concerns that may affect 
soil, water, air, plants, and animals – resources we all 
depend on for daily living. 
 
Developing a conservation plan is free, easy and it’s a 
great way to care for the resources you count on to 
ensure your way of life – for generations to come. 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service experts 
can help you develop a quality conservation plan to 
protect the resources you count on to maintain a 
productive operation, and a quality way of life. 
 
A conservation plan is the starting point for managing the natural resources on a farm or ranch 
while maintaining productivity and meeting the operator or landowner’s objectives. Every farm 
or ranch has its own natural resource concerns. Without the application of proper conservation 
systems and management, human activities may cause natural resource problems or concerns 
that may include: 
 
SOIL being washed into bodies of water; 
WATER quantity problems because of over-pumping ground water supplies, or water quality 
degradation because of polluted streams; 
AIR transporting livestock odors or soil particles; 
PLANTS overgrazed, the intrusion of invasive plant species, or the decline of wildlife habitat; 
and 
ANIMAL waste not properly managed. After soil, water, air, plant, and animal (SWAPA) 
resources on the property are assessed and evaluated, a Natural Resources Conservation Service 
certified conservation planner will review several alternatives to consider. With the NRCS 
advice, landowners select the best combination of conservation practices to meet natural resource 
needs and individual management goals. 
 
The alternatives selected are recorded in the conservation plan, which becomes a roadmap for 
better management of the natural resources on the farm or ranch. 
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What is a Conservation Plan? 
A conservation plan is a written record of management decisions, conservation practices, and 
systems that are planned to be used and maintained on the property. Carrying out the plan will 
achieve the management objectives as well as protect the surroundings on and off the property. 
 
A Conservation Plan includes: 

• Operator/landowner objectives 
• Aerial photographs or a diagram of the fields 
• Soils map and soil descriptions  
• Resources inventory data which can include forage or crop production potential, or 

potential livestock carry capacity 
• List of treatment decisions 
• Location and schedule for applying conservation practices and systems; and 
• Plan of operation and maintenance of conservation practices and systems 

 
Benefits of a Conservation Plan 
The benefits of having a conservation plan will provide the following: 

• Identifies immediate or potential resource problems that could hurt your production.  
• Helps you comply with environmental regulations.  
• Helps you qualify for various USDA conservation programs.  
• Adapts to your changing operational goals.  
• Establishes a reasonable schedule for you to apply needed conservation practices.  
• Can save you time, labor and energy.  
• Makes your farm or ranch a nicer place to live for you and your family.  

The NRCS offers technical assistance for planning and implementing natural resource solutions 
through its Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) program. CTA provides voluntary 
conservation technical assistance to land-users, communities, units of state and local 
government, and other Federal agencies in planning and implementing conservation systems. 
This assistance is for planning and implementing conservation practices that address natural 
resource issues. It helps people voluntarily conserve, improve and sustain natural resources. 
 
To learn more about conservation plans, financial incentives and how an individual can get help 
creating a conservation plan, please visit the NRCS office located at your local USDA Service 
Center or visit www.co.nrcs.usda.gov. 
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