
Mission Goals

•  NRCS in Colorado

 assisted Organic 

 Farmers and those   

 in transition to 

 organics on 9,953 acres

•  Improved wildlife

  habitat for lesser

 prairie chicken and

 sage grouse on  

 48,702 acres

•  Addressed water 

 quality and quantity 

 on 2,783 acres of the 

 Ogallala Aquifer

•  Improved air quality

  by conservation   

 practice implementa- 

 tion on 18,952 acres

• High Quality,

 Productive Soils

• Clean and

 Abundant Water

•  Healthy Plant and

 Animal Communities

•  Clean Air

• Adequate Energy

 Supply

•  Working Farm and

 Ranch Lands

FY 2010
Accomplishments

Inspired by a shared passion for conservation, NRCS collaborates with farmers, ranchers, 
conservation districts, state and local conservation agencies, tribal governments, rural 
communities, businesses, and other individuals and groups to protect natural resources 
on private lands.

Working side-by-side with these customers, we identify natural resource concerns, such 
as soil erosion and water quality issues, and develop customized conservation plans for 
addressing these concerns in an effort to restore and protect those resources.

Colorado has some 66.3 million acres of land, of which 49 percent are farms and ranches.  
Colorado’s agricultural lands are desirable landscapes, yet complex ecosystems.

NRCS provides within its programs and activities the variety of fl exibility needed to help 
Colorado’s farmers and ranchers conserve their natural resources.

As a result of NRCS assistance, private landowners have applied conservation practices 
such as windbreaks, conservation tillage, irrigation water management systems, fi lter 
strips, rotational grazing, and planting trees, to Colorado’s millions of acres of cropland, 
grazing land, and wetlands.
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Congressional District # of Applicationss Approved Contracts Approved Funding Total Treated Acres 

2 68 37 $1,165,653 6,844

3 1,213 372 $12,214,745 324,654

4 536 265 $10,620,761 227,067

5 56 36 $556,109 8,498

6 60 35 $1,321,521 25,978

7 30 23 $1,361,430 21,624

Total: 1,963 768 $27,240,219 614,665

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

Congressional District # of Applicationss Approved Contracts Approved Funding Total Treated Acres 

3 37 15 $445,193 2,522

4 6 3 $82,010 3,073

5 2 1 $10,539 15

Total: 45 19 $537,742 5,610

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)

Congressional District # of Easementss Approved Contracts Approved Funding Total Treated Acres 

3 4 1 $57,375 106

4 4 1 $892,500 623

Total: 2 $949,875 729

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)

Congressional

District

Number of 

Applicationss

Type Approved Approved Funding Total Treated Acres 

Farm Ranch

3  5 8 $5,368,892 15,512

5  0 1 $1,082,108 240

Total: 5 8 $6,451,000 15,752

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP)

FY 2010 USDA FARM BILL SUMMARY. The programs below are summarized by Congressional District and refl ect program activity 
throughout the state of Colorado during fi scal year 2010. Over the past year, Colorado NRCS provided more than $60 million in assistance through 
numerous fi nancial and easement programs to landowners, farmers, and ranchers on more than 2 million acres of land. These accomplishments could 
not have been met without the hard work and dedication of the approximately 300 Colorado NRCS employees. The conservation provisions in the Food, 
Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill) provides conservation opportunities for farmers and ranchers for years to come. 

Grasslands Reserve Program (GRP)
Congressional District # of Applicationss Approved Contracts Approved Funding Total Treated Acres 

Rental

Contracts

Easements Rental

Contracts

Easements Rental

Contracts

Easements Rental

Contracts

Easements

3 3 4 2 3 $1,000,000 $2,660,000 8,974 5,353

4 8 2 5 0 $1,656,773 $0 14,724 0

5 5 4 1 1 $2,955,000 $295,000 1,617 2,808

6 1 2 0 0 $0 $0 0 0

Total: 17 12 8 4 $2,955,000 $2,955,000 25,315 8,161

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
Congressional District # of Applicationss Approved Contracts Approved Funding Total Treated Acres 

1 4 0 $0 0

2 18 13 $90,825 3,505

3 88 65 $2,027,132 310,021

4 496 354 $13,743,107 887,413

5 11 10 $178,615 13,138

6 22 21 $603,245 32,872

7 9 8 $344,924 18,464

Total: 648 471 $16,987,848 1,265,413

Congressional District # of Applicationss Approved Contracts Approved Funding Total Treated Acres 

4 19 12 $941,296 1,705

Total: 12 $941,296 1,705

Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (WRP)
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Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative (GLCI) is a nationwide 
collaborative process of individuals and organizations working to 
maintain and improve management, productivity, and health of the 
Nation’s privately-owned grazing land. For the past five years, GLCI 
has focused its efforts to assist ranchers to properly manage livestock 
and resources to minimize drought impacts. 

In FY 2010, GLCI accomplishments included hosting eight range 
management workshops and tours throughout Colorado with a to-
tal of 270 participants; providing scholarships allowing 10 high 
school students in the rangeland management discipline to attend 
Camp Rocky near Divide, CO; and hosting four Range Management 
(Rancher) Schools in Mancos, Westcliffe, Meeker, and Holly where 
a total of 104 participants attended. Also, provided scholarships for 
15 Colorado ranchers to attend the International Society for Range 
Management annual meeting in Denver.

Plant Materials -- The Upper Colorado Environmental Plant Center 
(UCEPC) serves Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming, finding conserva-
tion solutions for the diverse intermountain region. At 6,500 feet in 
elevation, the Center is unique in that it is the highest elevation center 
in the plant material system. 

Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting works with Colora-
do’s water users and managers to provide information on water avail-
ability across the State. In this region (CO, AZ, NM, and southern 
WY), there are 175 automated SNOTEL (SNOwpack TELemetry) 
sites, including 110 in Colorado, and an additional 156 manually 
measured snow courses. 

Soil Survey data is available online, or in draft form, for 99.8 
percent of the State’s privately-owned and state land and 99.5 per-
cent of the state’s federal land. In 2010, Colorado NRCS Soil Survey 
celebrated its Final Acre Ceremony for the state to mark the end of 
the fi eld mapping phase of the intial soil survey. Draft information 
for all lands except for Denver County.

Conservation 
Technical AssistanceCC TT AA

CTA is one of the most fundamental conservation programs NRCS uses to accomplish its goals. CTA provides 
voluntary conservation technical assistance to land users, communities, units of state and local government, and 
other Federal agencies in planning and implementing conservation systems.

CTA Programs 

Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) encour-
ages and improves the capability of volunteers, locally elected 
and civic leaders in RC&D areas to plan and carry out projects 
that improve the quality of life. 

Small Watershed Programs (PL-566) works through local 
government sponsors to help solve natural resource problems 
on a watershed basis. Colorado has 154 watershed dams, and 
growth in the State has made these flood-prevention projects 
critical to protect life and property. 

The Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP)
is designed to help protect lives and property threatened by 
natural disasters such as floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, and 
wildfires. 

In September 2010, Colorado’s front range experienced one of 
the state’s most devastating fi res in recent history. With more 
than 6,000 acres burned, a total of 4,086 of those lands were 
privately owned. NRCS provided $1.4 million in EWP funds 
for fi re rehabilitation and stabilization efforts on approximately 
2,000 acres in Boulder County. 

Watershed Planning and Operations -- Colorado has fi ve 
watershed projects for land treatment practices to address 
water quality and quantity. The state has completed all rapid 
watershed assessments on the 94 8-digit hydrologic units in 
Colorado. 

NRCS Grant Opportunities
In 2010, NRCS provided funding in Colorado for competitive-
ly selected proposals from state and local governments, non-
governmental organizations, federally recognized Indian Tribes, 
and individuals for projects in four conservation emphasis 
areas:

• Conservation Innovation Grants (EQIP): Approximately  
 $774,000 was funded for 13 projects to address traditional 
 natural resource issues concerning agriculture such as water 
 quantity, grazing lands and forest health, and soil resource
 management as well as emerging natural resource issues 
 including energy conservation. 

• Cooperative Conservation Partnership Initiative: A 
 voluntary program established to foster conservation
 partnerships.  Its goal is to help partners identify and solve 
 regional, state, and local natural resources concerns. 

NRCS employees in Colorado work with ten grassroot 
watershed associations and 76 local Conservation 
Districts to serve as the primary building block in its 
efforts to get the best conservation on the ground. Colo-
rado has leveraged this program to make great strides to: 

• Deliver science-based technology to our customers
• Provide a local presence in the communities  
 with our conservation partners 
• Ensure one-on-one assistance in the voluntary 
 conservation of our natural resources

Other NRCS Programs
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Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
provides a voluntary conservation program for farm-
ers, ranchers and owners of private, non-industrial 
forest land that promotes agricultural production, for-
est management and environmental quality as compat-
ible national goals. EQIP offers financial and technical 
help to assist eligible producers install or implement 
conservation practices on eligible agricultural land.

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)
The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 
is a voluntary program offering cost-share incen-
tives to landowners to voluntarily develop and 
improve wildlife habitat on private lands. 

Agricultural Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) 
A voluntary conservation initiative that provides finan-
cial and technical assistance to agricultural producers 
to implement agricultural water enhancement activities 
on agricultural land for the purposes of conserving sur-
face and ground water and improving water quality. 

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
The Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) is a vol-
untary program to restore former wetlands, re-
establish native wetland wildlife habitat and retire 
marginal land from agricultural production.

Grassland Reserve Program (GRP)
The Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) is a voluntary 
program offering landowners the opportunity to pro-
tect, restore, and enhance grasslands on their property.

Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is 
a voluntary conservation program that encourages 
producers to address resource concerns in a com-
prehensive manner by undertaking additional con-
servation activities; and improving, maintaining, 
and managing existing conservation activities.

 Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP)
The Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program 
(FRPP) is a voluntary program that helps landowners 
keep their productive farm and ranch land in agricul-
ture. USDA provides matching funds to state, local, or 
tribal government entities and nongovernmental orga-
nizations with existing farm and ranch lands protec-
tion programs to purchase conservation easements. 

NRCS CONSERVATION PROGRAM DESCRIPTIONS

EnEnviviroronmnmental Quality Incentivveses P Prorogrgramam (EQIP)
prrovovididdeseses aaa vvololununtataryr  conservation prrogograram m fofor r faarm-
erers,s, r rananchchchererers ss ananand d owownen rsrs oof private, nonon-i-indndusustrtriaial l
forerestst l llanand dd thththatatat p p prororomomotetes s agagriricuc ltural proroduductctioion,n, fforor--
est mamanananagegememementntnt aaandndnd e eenvnvirirononmem ntn al quaalityty aas s cocompmpatat--
ibible n natatioioi nanal l gogooalalals.s.s. E E EQIQIQ P P ofoffefersrs ffinancial andnd ttecechnhnicicalal 
heelp tto o asassisistst e eliliigigigiblblble e e prprododucucerers install or implemeentnt 
conservaatitionn p praraactctticiciceseses o on n eleligigibible agricultural land.

Wildlife Habittatat I Incncenentitiveves s PrP ogram (WHIP)
ThThe e Wildlife Hababititatatt I Incncenenentitit veveves s PrProgograram m (W(WHIP)) 
isis aa vvolo untary pprorogrgramam o offffferererinining g g cococ stst-s-shaharere i incncenen-
titiveves s toto landownnerers ss toto v vololunununtatatariririlylyly d d devevelelopopp aandnd 
imimprprovove e wildlife hhabbititatat o on n prprrivivivatata e e e lalaandnds.s. 

Agricultural Water Enhhanancecemementnt PProrogrgramam (AWEPEP) 
AA vovoluluntntarary y coconservation ininititiatativive e ththatatat pp prororovivividededes s s fififinanan n-n-n
cicicialal a aandndnd t tecechnhnicical assistance toto agrgriciculultuturaraal l l prprprodododucucucererers s s
tototo i iimpmpm lelemementnt aagrgricultural water ene hahancncememenene t t acaca titiivivivitititieseses 
onono  aa agrgrgricici ulultuturaral l lalandnd for the purposes s ofof ccononseservrvining g g sususur-r-r-
fafacece aaandndnd g grorounund d wawateter and improving waateter r quququalalalititity.yyy. 

Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
ThThe e WeWeWetltlt anana dsdsds R R Reseseserererveveve P Prorogrgrg amama  (((WRWRRRP)P)P) ii iis s s aaa vovovoll-l-
ununtataryry p prorogrgramamam t tto o o rererestststorororre e fofoormrmerer wwwetetlands, r rrree-e-e-
esestatablblisish h nanatitivevev  w wwetetetlalalandndnd w wwilildldldllififi e e hahahabibitat anananand dd d rer tit re 
mamargrgininalal l lanand d frfromomm a aagrgrgriciciculultutuuraraal l prpprododucucctitiiononon...

Grassland Reserve Prrogograram m (G(GRP)
The Grassland ReReseservrve e PrProgograr m m (GRP) is a volo ununtataaryryry  
program offerir ngng llanandodownwnerers the opportunity y toto pproro--
tect, restore, aandnd e enhnhanancece grasslands on theheirir p proropepepertrtrty.y.y.

CoConsnserervavatitionon S Stetewawardrdship Program (CSSP)P)
ThThe e CoConsnserervavatitionon S tewardship Progrgramm ( (CSCSCSP)P)P) i iis ss
a a vovoluluntntarary y coconsnserrvation program thahat t enencocourururagagagesess 
prrododucucerrs to addd ress resource concerernsns i in n a a a cococ m-m-
prehhene sive manner by undertatakiingng a addddititioioionananal l l cocon-n-
servation activitiese ; and immprovovining,g, m mmaiaiaintntntaiaiaininingng, ,
and managing existing coconsnserervavatitiononn a aactctctivivivitiitieiees.s.

Farm and Ranch Lands Pror teectctioion n PrProgograram m (FRPP)
The FaF rm aandd RRananchch LLanandsds P Prorooteteectctctioioion n n PrPrP ogogram 
(F(F(F( RRRRPRPR P)P) i is s a a vovoluluntntararry y prprogogograraram m m thththatatat h helele pspsp  llandowners 
kekekekekekekekkk epepepeeeee  t theheeirir p proroduduductctctivivve e fafafarmrmrm a aandndnd rr ranana chch l lanand d in agricul-
tuturerere. . USUSUSDADADA p pprororovivividededes s s mamamatctctchihihingngn  f funundsds tto o sts ate, local, oror 
trtrtribibibalalal g ggovovoverere nmnmnmenenent t t eneentitititititieses a andndn  n nonongogovernmental orgga-a-
ninininizazazatititiononons ss wiwiwiththth e eexixixistststininng g fafarmrm a andnd rannch lands protec-c-
tititititionononononon pp prororogrgrgramamamsss tototo p p puruurchchasase e coconsn ervation easementsts. . 

Page 4 USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.


	Congressional_Dist10.pdf

