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Use drift reducing nozzles, low pressures, lower boom height and adjuvants to reduce pesticide drift

This enhancement is applicable when Air Quality - Chemical Drift, is an identified resource concern.
Description of concern - Materials applied to control pests drift downwind and contaminate/injure non-target fields, crops, soils, water, animals and or humans.
Plan and apply one or both of the following mitigation techniques to decrease risk.
1.	Spray nozzle selection, maintenance and operation - To decrease exposure, select appropriate nozzle and pressure for the application with an emphasis on higher volume spray nozzles run at lower pressures, which will produce larger droplets and a narrower droplet size distribution to reduce spray drift.  Proper nozzle spacing, boom height and boom suspension, and frequent calibration and replacement of worn nozzles and leaking tubing, can increase efficacy and reduce drift potential. 
2.	Formulations and adjuvants - To decrease exposure, specific pesticide formulations and or adjuvants can increase efficacy and allow lower application rates; drift retardant adjuvants can reduce pesticide spray drift.
Note - NRCS shall not develop chemical pest suppression recommendations including pesticide formulations, application rates, timing or methods of application.  
For additional conservation practices and IPM techniques to mitigate chemical drift, see National Agronomy Technical Note No. 5, 2011, Pest Management in the Conservation Planning Process, Tables 1 and 2.  (http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/OpenNonWebContent.aspx?content=29600.wba)
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