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“Use of legume cover crops as a nitrogen source”


Record nutrient recommendations, nutrient credits for legumes and planned nutrient applications in a Colorado Nutrient Management 590 Job Sheet.  (http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/CO/CO590_JS.xlsm) 

Base nutrient recommendations on Colorado State University guidance when soil test analyses are available that are less than 1 year old.  (http://www.ext.colostate.edu/pubs/pubs.html#crops

Base nutrient recommendations on crop removal for years when soil test analyses less than 1 year old are not available.  A nutrient removal calculator is included in the Colorado Nutrient Management 590 Job Sheet.

Legume nitrogen credits

For alfalfa, sweet clover and red clover, estimate nitrogen credits based on the Nitrogen Credits for Previous Crops table included in the Colorado Nutrient Management 590 Job Sheet.  

For other legumes, follow the procedures outlined in Managing Cover Crops Profitably, 3rd Ed., pages 22 and 23, to estimate nitrogen credits.  (http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Books/Managing-Cover-Crops-Profitably-3rd-Edition)
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