


Lesser Prairie Chicken Threat Checklist – EQIP/WHIP Special Initiative
Populations:  Baca, Cheyenne, Kiowa, Prowers
	Participant Information:
	

	Date:
	



Instructions: Check “Yes” for all threats that are present on the ranch and then circle the treatment option that the landowner will implement to address the threat. The threat score is calculated by dividing the number of threats that will be treated by the total number of threats that apply to the area.

	Threat
	Yes
	No
	Treatments

	Lack of ground disturbance:  Are there brood rearing areas where forbs and insects are lacking?
	
	
	Use mineral placement to manipulate grazing concentrations and movement within pastures to cause ground disturbance and forb production.  Area affected should not exceed 2-5 acres and should be rotated around the pasture each subsequent use.  Combine with rest rotation grazing.  Use Prescribed Grazing (528).


	Fences:  Are there planned fences within 0.6 miles of a lek?
	
	
	Plan alternative to avoid lek disturbance. Use Fence (382).  Assure placement/fence type is low impact to lepc.  Fence marking is required on barbed wire if within 0.6 miles of lek.


	Fences:  Are there existing fences within 0.6 miles of a lek or within other core habitat that could cause potential collision problems?
	
	
	Remove or mark problem fences. Use Obstruction Removal (500) to remove problem fences. Use Fence (382) to replace removed fences to more appropriate locations.  The use of 2-strand electric is encouraged.


	Fragmentation:  Are there any existing or planned brush management practices that have or may impact the quality and connectivity of lepc sagebrush habitat?


	
	
	Plan alternatives that will avoid new fragmentation. For existing areas, restore habitat using Range Planting (550), Prescribed Grazing (528), Restoration & Mgt. of Declining Habitats (643) and Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) to improve sagebrush health and vigor and to meet appropriate grass species composition and structure goals outlined in WSM. 


	Fragmentation:  Are there existing or planned areas of sagebrush habitat that have been converted to pasture (irrigated), hayland, cropland, or other uses?

	
	
	Plan alternatives that will avoid new conversions to other uses or restore old conversions to sagebrush habitat. Use Range Planting (550), Prescribed Grazing (528), Restoration and Management  of Declining Habitats (643) and Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) to restore conversions. 


	Grazing:  Are lepc habitats (sand sagebrush rangeland) being degraded through overgrazing?  Ideal cover is >50% canopy 14-15” tall from sagebrush, grass and forbs. Minimum acceptable 50%. 
	
	
	Develop a prescribed grazing system that addresses landowner’s needs, and lepc seasonal and structural habitat needs at the landscape and ranch levels.  Refer to WSM.  Use Prescribed  Grazing (528) and Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645).


	Grazing:  Does grazing occur within ½ mile around an active lepc lek or booming ground?  Many lepc nests lie within ½ mile radius from a lek.  
	
	
	Improve nesting cover around lek through year - long exclusion (min. of 400 acre).  Use temporary Fence (382) and Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645). The desired outcome is to encourage dense nesting cover and allow bunch grass development.


	Grazing:  Are there stock tanks without wildlife escape ramps?
	
	
	If livestock tanks are being installed to improve grazing and improve lepc habitat condition, wildlife escape ramps are required. Use Watering Facility (614).


	Expired CRP:  Is there CRP that will be expiring and broken out or is the CRP field a mono-culture of grasses.
	
	
	Improve expired CRP field for lepc by interseeding forbs in strips on 1/3 of the field.  Use Range Planting (550-wildlife) to improve herbaceous plant community, and/or Prescribed burning (338)and  Firebreak (394), Prescribed Grazing (528), Watering  facility (614), Water Well (642), Pipeline (516) and Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645).  The goal of these practices is to increase grassland quality in tracts that are returning to forage production.


	Woody Species Invasion:  Is there significant (>50%) juniper species encroachment into sagebrush or grassland habitat?

	
	
	Remove encroached trees to eliminate avian perch sites and to improve species mix in the herbaceous plant layer. You must have your partner biologist evaluate the planned treatment for its potential to worsen habitat fragmentation. Use Brush Management (314) to remove encroached brush, and Range Planting (550) to improve herbaceous plant community if needed.







