Sage-grouse Threat Checklist – EQIP/WHIP Special Initiative
Populations:  Cerro-Summit-Cimarron, Crawford, North Eagle-South Routt, Parachute-Piceance-Roan, Pinyon-Mesa, Poncha Pass, San Miguel
	Participant Information:
	

	Date:
	



Instructions: Check “Yes” for all threats that are present on the ranch and then circle the treatment option that the landowner will implement to address the threat. The threat score is calculated by dividing the number of threats that will be treated by the total number of threats that apply to the area.

	Threat
	Yes
	No
	Treatments

	Drought: Are there brood rearing areas where forbs and insects are lacking?
	
	
	Retrofit or develop “artificial” seeps in spring areas and with watering facilities. Use Spring Development (574), Pipeline (516), and Irrigation Water Conveyance-High Pressure Underground Pipeline (430DD) to create seeps. 

	Fences: Are there planned fences within 0.6 miles of a lek?
	
	
	Use Fence (382) to design and cost-share fence and fence marking projects.

	Fences: Are there existing fences with documented collision/raptor perch problems?
	
	
	Remove or mark problem fences. Use Obstruction Removal (500) to remove problem fences. Use Fence (382) to replace removed fences to more appropriate locations.  

	Fragmentation: Do any existing or planned brush management practices have potential to fragment sage-grouse habitat?
	
	
	Plan alternatives that will avoid new fragmentation. Plan new Brush Management (314) with your grouse biologist’s input on design. For existing areas, restore habitat using Range Planting (550), Prescribed Grazing (528), and Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645).

	Fragmentation: Are there existing or planned areas of sagebrush habitat that have been converted to pasture, hayland, cropland, or other uses?
	
	
	Plan alternatives that will avoid new conversions to other uses or restore old conversions to sagebrush habitat. Use Range Planting (550), Prescribed Grazing (528), and Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) to restore conversions.

	Grazing: Are sage grouse habitats being grazed?
	
	
	Develop a prescribed grazing system that addresses landowner’s needs, and sage grouse seasonal and structural habitat needs at the landscape and ranch levels. Use Prescribed Grazing (528) and Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645).

	Grazing: Are there stock tanks without wildlife escape ramps?
	
	
	Install wildlife escape ramps into all existing tanks using Watering Facility (614).

	Invasive Species: Are invasive species or noxious weeds affecting sage-grouse habitat?
	
	
	Design and implement and Integrated Pest Management plan that treats identified noxious weeds and invasive species. Use Pest Management (595) and/or Herbaceous Weed Control (315).

	Woody Species Invasion: Is there significant pj or other woody species encroachment into sagebrush grassland?

	
	
	Remove encroached brush to eliminate avian perch sites and to improve species mix in the herbaceous plant layer. You must have your grouse biologist evaluate the planned treatment for its potential to worsen habitat fragmentation. Use Brush Management (314) to remove encroached brush, and Range Planting (550) to improve herbaceous plant community if needed.



