EQIP  FY 2004
Lower South Platte Watershed

Ground & Surface Water Conservation Project

Screening Tool

Applicant Name: _____________________________________

Tract Number(s): _____________________________________

1)  Right to irrigate:

a.  The contracted acres are served by a surface water system1 OR are served by a well that is covered under a filed “Substitute Water Supply Plan” and a district court filed permanent “Plan for Augmentation” AND has individual accounting of depletions and replacement water.                                 




 High
b.  The contracted acres are served by a well that is covered under a filed “Substitute Water Supply Plan” and a district court filed permanent “Plan for Augmentation”, but for which individual accounting has not been done.  



       Medium
c.  The contracted acres are served by a well that is covered under a filed “Substitute Water Supply Plan”, but for which a permanent “Plan for Augmentation” has not been filed in district court, OR a well that is not covered by a filed “Substitute Water Supply Plan nor a district court filed permanent “Plan for Augmentation”.                        Low
 2)  Conversion to permanent non-irrigated vegetation or non-irrigated cropland2:
a.  Applicant will convert 50% or more of the contracted acreage to permanent non-irrigated vegetation AND improve irrigation system efficiency on the remaining acres in the tract, OR 100% of the contracted acreage is being converted to permanent non-irrigated vegetation, OR, if applying for system efficiency improvement only, producer will improve efficiency on 75% or more of the contracted acreage.
            High
b.  Applicant will convert 15-49%  of the contracted acreage to permanent non-irrigated vegetation AND improve irrigation system efficiency on the remaining acres in the tract, OR applicant will convert 50% or more of the contracted acreage to non-irrigated cropland AND will improve irrigation system efficiency on the remaining acres in the tract, OR, if applying for system efficiency improvement only, producer will improve efficiency on < 75% of the contracted acreage.


                   Medium
c.  Applicant will convert <15% of the contracted acreage to permanent non-irrigated vegetation OR will convert 49% or less of the contracted acreage to non-irrigated cropland.








 Low
3) Has the applicant had a previous USDA cost share contract that was cancelled due to lack of progress? OR has the applicant previously installed USDA cost shared practices that have failed due to lack of maintenance?



No = High



Yes = Low
4) Will the applicant adopt an irrigation management strategy that will incorporate 1) a method of measuring water delivery to the field, and 2) an irrigation water management plan that will monitor in-season water use to regulate application of water in response to higher demands during critical periods?                                                                             

Yes = High



No = Low

5)
a.  Will there be a change in crop sequence that results in a reduction in the rotation

consumptive use? AND Will the producer adopt a conservation tillage system for moisture 

conservation (329A, B or C)?





            High
b.  Will the applicant adopt a conservation tillage system for moisture conservation (329A, B or C)?




     

                   Medium
c.  Will there be a change in crop sequence that results in the rotation consumptive use?









             Low
6)
If end guns are currently used, will they be removed?


Yes = High


No = Medium


N/A
7)
Are end guns planned?


No = High


Yes = Medium


N/A
After answering all questions, the lowest priority will be used.  Example:  Three answers are high, two answers are medium and two answers are low.  The project will be considered a low priority project will only be funded after the high and medium priority projects have been ranked and funded.

Final Priority Status:

HIGH


MEDIUM


LOW

(Circle one)

Foot notes:  1 Surface water systems include direct flow ditch systems and reservoir water systems.  2 Alfalfa is not considered permanent non-irrigated vegetation.
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