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EQIP ELIGIBLE CONSERVATION PRACTICES AND PAYMENT RATES
GROUND AND SURFACE WATER PRIORITY PORTION OF RIO GRANDE WATERSHED ONLY

	PRACTICE NAME
	PRACTICE 
	PRACTICE
	PAYMENT

	
	UNIT 
	CODE
	RATE 

	Conservation Crop Rotation 1/2/
	Acres
	328
	PR

	Irrigation System 3/     
	Number
	442
	PR

	Prescribed Grazing 1/2/
	Acres
	528
	PR

	Pumping Plant for Water Control 4/     
	Number
	533
	PR

	Upland Wildlife Habitat Management 1/2/
	Acres
	645
	PR


1/
Incentive Practices, SEE BELOW FOR UNIT COSTS.

2/
These practices are for use in conjunction with the Land Use Conversion Incentive Practice to facilitate use

after area is converted from irrigation.

3/
Available for installation of re-nozzle packages that improve the efficiency and uniformity of irrigation water 

application.

4/
Available only for re-bowling of wells to improve the efficiency of the irrigation system.

Incentive Payment Practices – Rio Grande GSW Priority:
To be eligible for the Land Use Conversion incentives, footnote 2 below, the applicant must have a conservation plan that controls wind and water erosion to “T” on converted acres, land must have been irrigated 2 of the past 5 years.  Contract must be a minimum of 4 years, incentive payment allowed for 3 consecutive years unless otherwise noted.  The maximum incentive payments allowed for the irrigation conversion will be $75,000 per contract.

For the actual cropland acreage idled in order to reduce consumptive use.  Limited irrigation will be required to grow cover for erosion control and soil quality.  Irrigation will not be continued past the dates shown.  The following options are available:
Annual Set Aside “No Harvest” - $40.00 per acre:  (A) planted to small grain for cover only, with no harvest; and no irrigation continuing past May 30 (6 to 8 inches);or (B) fall planted into an erosion controlling winter cover crop of rye, triticale, or winter wheat and no irrigation continuing past May 30 (6 to 8 inches); or (C) planted to sorghum, canola, mustards in late May and irrigated through July 31 as an erosion controlling cover with total irrigation estimated at 6 - 8 inches.  No harvest of forage allowed and tillage not permitted until April 1 of the following spring.
Annual Set Aside “Limited Harvest” - $15.00 per acre:  Forage may be harvested by baling or by grazing, but adequate stubble (3 inch stubble height with a minimum of 1500 lbs/ ac small grain equivalent) will remain on the surface until April 1 of the following spring.  Cropland idled for the following year would have to be planted to a winter cover.
Annual Set Aside “Crane Habitat” - $50.00 per acre:  Acreage will be planted to small grain and allowed to make grain for a winter food source.  Irrigation will not continue past May 30 (approximately 8 to 10 inches).  Grain produced will be left on the soil surface and no tillage will be allowed prior to April 1 of the following year.

Permanent Conversion - $120.00 per acre:  For conversion of irrigated cropland to permanent conservation cover or rangeland.  Vegetation will be established under practice 327 Conservation Cover or 550 Range Planting.  Short term irrigation will be allowed for establishment with no long term irrigation allowed.  Payments will continue for 3 years for a total of $360.00 per acre.
Temporary Conversion (5 years) - $75.00 per acre:  For conversion of irrigated cropland to perennial vegetation.  Establishment of perennial vegetation not eligible for cost share under (327) Conservation Cover or (550) Range Seeding.  Shot term irrigation will be allowed for establishment with no long term irrigation allowed.    

PRACTICES APPROVED FOR INCENTIVE PAYMENTS AND APPROVED RATES

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008
	PAYMENT NAME
	DESCRIPTION
	UNIT PYMT

	Conservation Crop Rotation
	Ground & Surface Water portion of RIO GRANDE, adopting a more water conserving crop rotation.
	3.00

	Conservation Crop Rotation
	Ground & Surface Water portion of RIO GRANDE - Annual Set Aside - Limited Harvest - Reduce consumptive use on idled cropland acres.
	15.00

	Conservation Crop Rotation
	Ground & Surface Water portion of RIO GRANDE - Annual Set Aside - No Harvest - Reduce consumptive use on idled cropland acres.
	40.00

	Conservation Crop Rotation
	Ground & Surface Water portion of RIO GRANDE - Annual Set Aside - Crane Habitat - Reduce consumptive use on idled cropland acres.
	50.00

	Conservation Crop Rotation
	Ground & Surface Water portion of RIO GRANDE – 5 year conversions of irrigated cropland to perennial vegetation. 
	75.00

	Prescribed Grazing
	Ground & Surface Water portion of RIO GRANDE - Permanent Conversion of irrigated cropland to permanent conservation cover on lands managed for livestock use.
	120.00

	Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
	Ground & Surface Water portion of RIO GRANDE - Permanent Conversion of irrigated cropland to permanent conservation cover on lands managed for wildlife use.
	120.00


For additional information contact your local USDA Field Service Center
