Plant Description and Collection Information

Species:  Redfieldia flexuosa

Common Name:  Blow-out grass

Description:		
A rather tall (2 to 3.5 feet), perennial grass which spreads from extensive rhizomes with few flowered spikelets on the open branches of the large panicle.  Leaf sheaths are overlapping, ligules are a ring of hairs, the shortest of which is in the center.  The inflorescence is a oblong panicle, one-third to one-half of the plant with long, diffuse, capillary branches.  This is a good sand binding pioneer plant on sandy sites.  Seed matures July-August and can be found on sites associated with blowouts and disturbances on choppy sands range sites.

Collection:		
The problem with attempting to collect seed is that very few viable seeds are produced, the plant relying on spreading by rhizomes.  Please collect available seed, preferably a full seed sample envelope to maximize the possibility of a few mature seed.  If collections are made from different locations, please keep the collections in separate envelops.  Seed collections need to be dry prior to sending.  Send seed packets along with completed form NRCS-ECS-580, to Manhattan Plant Materials Center, 3800 South 20th Street, Manhattan, Kansas 66502-9535.
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