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MLRA OFFICE 6 INSTRUCTION NO. 430-385
Date: Oct. 16, 2001

SUBJECT: SOI – Process to Approve Map Units

Purpose: To transmit two documents:

1. Map Unit Approval Flow Chart for MLRA Office 6 (flow chart)

2. Map Unit Approval Process for MLRA Office 6 (spreadsheet)

Effective Date: Upon receipt.

Background: Since the reorganization of NRCS and the creation of MLRA Offices, the roles and responsibilities of soil scientists at nearly all levels have changed.  Tasks and duties once performed at the state office or National Soil Survey Center are now commonly the responsibility of soil survey project offices.  However, preparing map units for approval both in the past and present were and are primarily project office duties.

The attached documents are provided to assist project offices in consistently preparing map units for approval. 

· The flow chart displays the basic process steps, asks questions, and provides answers at critical points.  

· The spreadsheet is intended as a project office matrix to track each map unit and its components in the approval process.  It will help with assessing project office workloads and documenting progress.  This spreadsheet can become a part of the progress field review.

Even though most if not all of these steps are fairly intuitive, hopefully these documents will bring both experienced and our newer soil scientist to the same level and accelerate the approval process.

Both these documents are available in an electronic format if requested.

Filing Instructions: File with the previous MLRA Office Instructions.  An updated tabulation sheet is enclosed.

J. CAMERON LOERCH

MLRA Office Leader

Attachments:  Flow chart, spreadsheet, tabulation sheet

Distribution:

MO6 Soil Survey Project Offices

State Soil Scientists in MO6

Colorado Area Conservationists

MLRA Office 3, Reno, NV

MLRA Office 4, Bozeman, MT

MLRA Office 5, Salina, KS

MLRA Office 7, Bismark, ND

MLRA Office 8, Phoenix, AZ

National Soil Survey Center

Northern Plains Regional Office

The Natural Resources Conservation Service works hand-in-hand with

the American people to conserve natural resources on private lands                 AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER
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