MO6 GUIDELINES FOR POPULATING ESD

AND VEGETATION INFORMATION IN NASIS

1. Entering the ESD ID and Name

a. Go to the Component Ecological Site Table

b. Open up a row by pressing F8.

c. Click in the Ecological Site ID column.

d. Click on the Choice button in the upper right corner.

e. Type in part or all of the ESD ID number in the search row.  Use of the * wildcard is allowed.  For example, if you want to search for ecosite id R034XY212UT you may enter *212UT.  The search will may return none, one, or more possible ecosites.  Select (highlight) the correct ecosite and click on apply.  

f. If the search results do not list a possible ecosite, then that ecosite has not yet been added to the ESIS Database.  Send an email to your responsible rangeland management specialists informing them that the site needs to be added to ESIS.
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2. Rangeland site with no trees:  Entering plant composition of the historic climax plant community 

a. Go to the Component Existing Plants Table.

b. Open up a row in the Component Existing Plants Table by pressing F8.

c. You may type in either the plant symbol or plant name.  However, it must match the choices on the choice list, or you may search on a plant symbol or plant name.

d. Enter the percent total annual production for that species in the Range Prod % column.  Do not populate numbers in the Understory Prod % column.

NOTE—The name “Component Existing Plants” is misleading and inaccurate.  You are to populate the plants that occur in the historic climax plant community, not just existing plants.

Rangeland site with no trees
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3. Rangeland site with scattered trees:  Entering plant composition of the historic climax plant community
a. Go to the Component Existing Plants Table.

b. Open up a row in the Component Existing Plants Table by pressing F8.

c. You may type in either the plant symbol or plant name.  However, it must match the choices on the choice list.  Or you may search on a plant symbol or plant name.

d. Enter the percent total annual production for that species in the Range Prod % column.  Do not populate numbers in the Understory Prod % column.

e. Trees that are part of the historic climax plant community should also be populated in the Component Existing Plants table and they should also be given a production percent in the Range Prod % column.  The tree symbol and name should also be populated in the Component Forest Productivity table.  If the tree species has commercial value then the site index and productivity value should also be populated.  For example, scattered Utah juniper on a “semidesert” site would get entered in both the Component Existing Plants table, and in the Component Forest Productivity table without site index or productivity values.  Conversely, a “Pine Grasslands” site with large ponderosa pine would get entered in both the Component Existing Plants table, and in the Component Forest Productivity table with site index or productivity values.
Rangeland site with scattered Utah juniper:
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Rangeland site with scattered Ponderosa Pine:
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4. Forestland Site:  Entering plant composition of the historic climax plant community

a. Go to the Component Existing Plants Table.

b. Open up a row in the Component Existing Plants Table by pressing F8.

c. You may type in either the plant symbol or plant name.  However, it must match the choices on the choice list.  Or you may search on a plant symbol or plant name.

d. Enter the percent total annual production for that species in the Understory Prod % column.  Do not populate numbers in the Prod % column.  Any trees considered as part of the understory should also be populated.

e. Go to the Component Forest Productivity table and populate the plant symbol, plant name, site index base, site index, and productivity.  

Forestland Site
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5. Entering information for Trees to Manage

a. Trees to manage are defined in the National Forestry Manual as “Those trees preferred for planting, or seeding, or natural regeneration and residual trees in thinning or partial harvest operations.”  If the ecological site has trees that meet this definition they should be entered in the Component Trees to Manage.

b. Go to the Component Trees to Manage table and open a row(s) by pressing F8.

c. Type in either the plant symbol or plant name.  You may also use the search option on the choice list.
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6. Entering Annual Range Production Numbers
· Range production numbers are entered in the Component Table under the “Range Prod” data element.  They are expressed in pounds/acre/year.
