Recommended Format for Pedon and Site User ID numbers
MLRA Office 6      June 2006
To ensure consistency and to facilitate querying, we recommend that all soil survey offices in MO6 adopt the following format for NASIS Pedon User ID and Site ID numbers. This format is the same as the format recommended for user pedon IDs in the “NASIS 5.0x Pedon Thunderbook” compiled by MO1 and modified by MO5, which many offices are using. 
MO 6 Recommended Format

Pedon ID:  yr/ssaid/pedon#/3-letter initials   example:    06CO677001TWH
Transect ID:  yr/ssaid/T/transect#/3-letter initials   example:   06CO677T001TWH
 

Yr – this is the 2-digit calendar year, not fiscal year

Ssaid – this is the soil survey area number including state code (in upper case), the SSA number is not necessarily the county FIPS code

Pedon#/transect#- Each describer (initials) would have a set of numbers 001, 002, 003...; the number would be reset to 1 at the beginning of each new year. This number must be a standard 3 digits in length, use zeros as placeholders.
Initials – Initials of the individual who is describing the site/pedon/transect; use 3 upper case initials unless individual does not have a middle name.  If two individuals in an office have identical initials, we recommend using first 4 characters of last name, or something similar to ensure a unique set of characters.
Note: Do not use dashes to separate any parts of the ID numbers.

Rationale:
This format ensures a unique number for all pedon/site/transect observations. Since it closely follows the format in the NASIS Pedon Thunderbook, it would require no change for many users.
The primary purpose for the format is to ensure unique ID numbers, but additionally this format allows querying by year, state, survey area, and individual, or any combinations of those. Querying for additional elements (series, MLRA, county) is more reliably and appropriately done by selecting from the NASIS data elements instead of from the ID numbers.
A set of sequential numbers for each individual for each year allows for easier management of the large number of pedon observations that will be recorded. (A single 10-point transect requires 10 unique pedon numbers).
Required Overlaps

In addition, the Site Map Unit Overlap table must be populated, and as a minimum the following must be populated in the Site Area Overlap table:

  State

  County

  MLRA

  SSA

  7.5 minute Quad

